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one from which exact results can be obtained, since it is the only one 
which renders mathematical treatment possible. At the close of the 
pamphlet, the following " weighty " conclusion is put forward as the result 
of this method : the continuous progress of an object or group of objects de- 
pends upon (1) a conservative factor, without which the ground already 
gained would be lost, (2) a principle of variation, (3) a principle of selection 
by which injurious functions are eliminated and retrogression prevented. 
This conclusion does not seem to be markedly different from the conclu- 
sion which has been reached by the more direct method usually employed 
in this field of inquiry. 

David Irons. 

La definition philosophique de la vie. Par D. Mercier. Deuxieme edi- 
tion. Louvain, E. Charpentier & J. Schoonjans, 1898. — pp. 74. 
The author seeks to determine the philosophical definition of life with 
the aid of biological facts and hypotheses. His first definition is that a 
living being is the substance which realizes the conditions of organization. 
A substance is 'organized' when it " possesses dissimilar parts, each en- 
dowed with a special function, and all contributing to the same unity of 
being and activity." The next definition concerns vital movement. The 
characteristic of this activity is that it is 'immanent,' not 'transitive.' 
That is to say, the vital processes start with the organized subject and end 
there. For example, though the materials of nourishment may come di- 
rectly from the enviroment, the result is not a third product distinct from 
the organic body and the borrowed materials. The result is just the organic 
body itself which thus nourishes itself. The body, or cell, is therefore 
the goal of the nutritive activity ; consequently nutrition is an immanent 
activity. The ulterior object of the investigation is to show that the defi- 
nition of life formulated by Thomas Aquinas is still valid. 

David Irons. 
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